
 

 

 

 

MONDAY, April 17, 2017 

7:00 PM 
2nd Floor Council Chambers 

1095 Duane Street  Astoria OR 97103 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

2. ROLL CALL 
 

3. REPORTS OF COUNCILORS 

 

4. CHANGES TO AGENDA 
 

5. PRESENTATION  

 

6. CONSENT CALENDAR 
The items on the Consent Calendar are considered routine and will be adopted by one 
motion unless a member of the City Council requests to have any item considered 
separately. Members of the community may have an item removed if they contact the City 
Manager by 5:00 p.m. the day of the meeting. 

(a) City Council Minutes of 3/20/2017 

(b) Library Board Minutes of 2/28/2017 

(c) Naming the Pond in the Mill Pond Neighborhood the DeMuro Mill Pond (Community 
Development)  

 

7. REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS 
All agenda items are open for public comment following deliberation by the City Council. 
Rather than asking for public comment after each agenda item, the Mayor asks that audience 
members raise their hands if they want to speak to the item and they will be recognized. In 
order to respect everyone’s time, comments will be limited to 3 minutes. 

(a) Ordinance - Article 3: ADUs (2nd Reading) (Community Development)  

(b) Ordinance - City Code Update: Land Use Violation (2nd Reading) (Community Development) 

(c) Public Hearing Regarding Vacation of a Portion of the Alley Abutting 3115 Harrison and the 
Adjacent Undeveloped Lot (Public Works)  
*Item Canceled and Public Hearing to be Rescheduled  

(d) Authorization to Award the Contract for Ridgeline Combo Harvest 2017 (Public Works) 

(e) Resolution To Transfer Amounts Within Funds (Finance) 
 

8. NEW BUSINESS & MISCELLANEOUS, PUBLIC COMMENTS (NON-AGENDA) 
 

 

THIS MEETING IS ACCESSIBLE TO THE DISABLED.  AN INTERPRETER FOR THE 
HEARING IMPAIRED MAY BE REQUESTED UNDER THE TERMS OF ORS 192.630 BY 

CONTACTING JENNIFER BENOIT WITH THE CITY MANAGER'S OFFICE                         

AT 503-325-5824 

AGENDA 

 ASTORIA CITY COUNCIL 



 
 

CITY OF ASTORIA 
   Founded 1811 ● Incorporated 1856 

 
 
 
 
April 13, 2017 
 
 
M E M O R A N D U M 
 
 
TO: MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

FROM:  BRETT ESTES, CITY MANAGER 
 
SUBJECT: ASTORIA CITY COUNCIL MEETING OF APRIL 17, 2017 
 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 

 
 

Item 6(a): City Council minutes of 3/20/2017 
 
The minutes of the City Council meeting of March 20, 2017 are enclosed for 
review.  Unless there are any corrections, it is recommended that Council approve 
these minutes. 

 
Item 6(b): Library Board Minutes of 2/28/2017 

 
The minutes of the Library Board meeting of February 28, 2017 are enclosed for 
review.  Unless there are any corrections, it is recommended that Council approve 
these minutes. 

 
Item 6(c): Naming the Pond in the Mill Pond Neighborhood the DeMuro Mill Pond 

(Community Development)  
 
In December 2016, the Community Development Department received a small 
grant from the Oregon Heritage Commission to fund an interpretative panel for Mill 
Pond Park to commemorate the history of the Astoria Plywood Co-op and eventual 
redevelopment into the current Mill Pond neighborhood. The late Art DeMuro was 
the lead developer of this former brownfield and was an important advocate for 
historic preservation in Astoria and around the state. To honor Art’s skill, 
dedication, and considerable contributions to Astoria, it is recommended the pond 
be named the “DeMuro Mill Pond.” The Mayor will host a dedication ceremony for 
the new sign at Mill Pond Park on May 15 in concert with Historic Preservation 
Month. 

 
 
 
 



x:\data1\julie\manager\agenda\city council\4-17-2017\agenda memo 4-17-17.doc  

 
REGULAR CALENDAR 
 
Item 7(a): Ordinance - Article 3: ADUs (2nd Reading) (Community Development)  

 
This Development Code update was initiated by the Community Development 
Department in January 2016 in response to an Affordable Housing Strategy 
endorsed by the City Council in November 2015. The City Council held a special 
work session on July 18, 2016 to discuss the strategy, which is part of 
implementing a FY 14-15/15-16 Council goal. At the work session, staff presented 
background information - including accessory dwelling units - as part of a larger 
Development Code amendment to increase the supply of housing options for all 
income levels. Subsequent to the work session, staff scheduled a public hearing 
on September 27 with the Planning Commission to consider amendments to 
Article 3 – Accessory Dwelling Units. The other code amendments (Article 2 – 
Zoning Designations) were tabled until staff received further direction from Council. 
The Planning Commission scheduled a work session for October 19 and 
continued the hearing until October 25. After considering the findings of fact, and 
public testimony, the Planning Commission recommended approval to the City 
Council on October 25. The full record for the plan amendment application (A16-
02: Plan Amendment), including the findings of fact, is contained in the staff report. 
A public hearing was held March 20, 2017 to accept public testimony and 
continued to April 3. The Council accepted additional testimony on April 3 and 
closed the hearing. Staff has reviewed the testimony, conferred with the City 
Attorney, and suggested minor revisions to the proposed Ordinance that address 
Council’s direction. The Council voted to hold a 1st reading. It is recommended that 
the City Council hold a 2nd reading and adopt the Ordinance. 
 

Item 7(b): Ordinance - City Code Update: Land Use Violation (2nd Reading) 
(Community Development) 
 
In 2016, the Community Development Department administered an exterior 
alteration permit for a historic triplex at 328 Alameda. The applicant made the 
improvements to the house prior to the consent of the Historic Landmarks 
Commission. The City Attorney has proposed adding new enforcement tools to 
Section 1.010 Penalties of the City Code to rectify violations to land use, zoning, 
and building in Astoria that have occurred prior to and after land use approval. On 
April 3, the Council voted to hold a 1st reading of the Ordinance. It is 
recommended the City Council hold a 2nd reading and adopt the Ordinance. 
 

Item 7(c): Public Hearing Regarding Vacation of a Portion of the Alley Abutting 3115 
Harrison and the Adjacent Undeveloped Lot (Public Works) 

 The City has received a request from Larry Haskell, for the vacation of a 20 X 100 
foot portion of the alley that abuts his property at 3115 Harrison (Tax Lot 
8099CA10000) and also his undeveloped lot (Tax Lot 8099CA10100) on the south 
side of the alley, Lots 6 & 7, Block 63, Port of Upper Astoria.  Mr. Haskell would like 
to obtain the square footage necessary to potentially construct a duplex on the 
property. 
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 Per City Code 2.290 Authority to Make an Assessment Staff has calculated the 
real market land value of properties adjacent to the property as $6.87 per square 
foot.   Staff is proposing that an assessment of $1,374.90 (10%) of the real land 
value (as has been the practice of the City in the past) to be considered for the 
vacation of this alleyway.  

 
 At their April 3, 2017 meeting, Council adopted a resolution of intent to hold a 

public hearing concerning the vacation on April 17, 2017. 
 
 It is recommended that the Astoria City Council hold the public hearing and 

consider a first reading of the ordinance to vacate a portion of the alley that abuts 
3115 Harrison and the undeveloped on the south side of the alley. 
 

Item 7(d): Authorization to Award the Contract for Ridgeline Combo Harvest 2017 
(Public Works) 

 
A commercial timber thinning is proposed on 52 acres of the Bear Creek 
Watershed property for the summer of 2017. The harvest is located near the 
south-western boundary of the property, and would include thinning of two 
overstocked stands that are primarily composed of Hemlock, while also completing 
a variable retention harvest on three other areas within the unit. The Douglas fir in 
these stands is impacted by Swiss Needle Cast, a fungus that attacks the crowns 
of the trees and inhibits growth, potentially killing the trees. One of the thinning 
areas has also been subject to severe wind throw. The thinning activities will 
improve the wind firmness of the stand while and allow remaining trees to utilize 
the available growing space.  

 
At their March 20, 2017 meeting, Council authorized staff to solicit bids for the 
project and to also hold a public informational meeting (held on March 29, 2017).  
On April 7, the City received the following bid for the harvest: 

 
• Hampton Tree Farms -  
• Douglas Fir - $424.25/mbf 
• Hemlock/Silver Fir - $284.59/mbf 
• Sitka Spruce - $200.00/mbf 

Non-Bid Species 
• Pulp Logs $7.00/ton 
• Alder Sawlogs $350.00/mbf 
 

The Combo Harvest should result in gross revenue of $224,577.20.  Net revenues 
after paying for required expenses such as road improvements should provide an 
estimated $190,000.00 to be deposited into the Capital Improvement Fund. It is 
recommended that Council award the Ridge Line Combo Harvest to Hampton 
Tree Farms. 
 
 
 
 

Item 7(e): Resolution To Transfer Amounts Within Funds (Finance) 
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ORS 294.463 provides guidance for the transfer of appropriations within a fund, 
when authorized by resolution of the governing body. Capital Leases have 
historically been accounted for as Capital Outlay and are listed as Capital Outlay 
in the Fiscal Year 2016-2017, Adopted Budget.  During Fiscal Year ending June 
30, 2016 financial statement review and based on budget law training, it has come 
to our attention capital lease payments should be accounted for in the Debt 
Service classification.  As Debt Service is a required budget element, 
appropriations made within Capital Outlay need to be transferred to Debt Service 
to properly account for lease payments within the Capital Improvement Fund in the 
amount of $ 129,430 and Public Works Improvement Fund in the amount of $ 
80,700.  The total appropriations remain the same in each fund. 

 
It is recommended that council adopt the attached resolution transferring 
appropriations within the Capital Improvement and Public Works Improvement 
Funds. 
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